
ADVOCACY INCREASES AS  
RISKS FOR CHILDREN GROW

INTRODUCTION 
 
On September 23rd, 2020, the Childhood Cancer Prevention Initiative released the Childhood 
Cancer: Cross-Sector Strategies for Prevention report wherein our cross-sector team of 
scientists, health, and business leaders described increasing rates of cancer among children and 
adolescents that could not be explained by genetics alone and called for a multi-sector approach to 
protect children and families from this devastating diagnosis. Below we outline some of the latest science, 
business, and policy updates of the past year. 
 
NEW DATA AND NEW CONCERNS FOR CHILDHOOD LEUKEMIA  
 
In the initial 2020 report, researchers reported that incidence rates of cancer among those under the age of 20 increased 
by 34 percent from 1975 to 2017. Sadly, today this upward trend continues; new data from 2018 from the National Cancer 
Institute’s Surveillance Epidemiologic End Results (SEER) Program show that incidence rates since 1975 have increased 
by 41 percent (annual percent change of 0.8%). We don’t know what the data would say for 2021, and won’t know for three 
more years, but the trend doesn’t look good for childhood cancers in this country.

Over the last year, scientific research has validated the primary findings in our 2020 report. Recent meta-analyses 
confirm that exposure to pesticides increases the risk of childhood leukemia, especially if women are exposed 
during pregnancy. Recent studies also reveal that living close to plant nurseries may also increase risk of 
childhood cancers, raising the specter of exposure to pesticide drift as a cause of childhood leukemia. In addition, 
studies continue to document concerns related to increased risk of childhood leukemia associated with air pollutants, 
including outdoor air pollutants near petroleum facilities and indoor air pollutants in the home.  

ADVOCACY GROUPS LEAD BUSINESSES AND POLICYMAKERS TO TAKE STEPS TO PROTECT KIDS  
 
With such clear connections between pesticides and childhood cancers, advocacy groups, including CCPI 
participants, have encouraged policymakers to step up to begin to take protective actions. In August, the 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced that it will ban the use of chlorpyrifos on all food 
products nationwide. Chlorpyrifos was prohibited from indoor use after passage of the 1996 Food Quality 
Protection Act to reduce the risk of harm to children, but its use on agricultural fields has continued despite 
evidence suggesting that it is likely toxic to humans, even at low levels. This decision by EPA to end the use of 
the pesticide follows a series of actions by states (California, New York, Hawaii, Oregon, and Maryland) to 
eliminate certain uses within their borders. And in April, New York City became the largest city in the U.S. to 
ban the routine use of pesticides in parks and on other city property.
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WE CAN AND WE MUST DO  
MORE TO PROTECT KIDS. 	

https://www.cancerfreeeconomy.org/childhood_cancer_prevention/
https://www.cancerfreeeconomy.org/childhood_cancer_prevention/
https://seer.cancer.gov/explorer/application.html?site=1&data_type=1&graph_type=1&compareBy=sex&chk_sex_1=1&rate_type=2&race=1&age_range=15&hdn_stage=101&advopt_precision=1&advopt_show_ci=on&advopt_display=2
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34380208/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34380208/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34058183/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34058183/
https://www.epa.gov/reducing-pesticide-drift/introduction-pesticide-drift
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33923944/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33356863/
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-takes-action-address-risk-chlorpyrifos-and-protect-childrens-health
https://theconversation.com/the-epa-is-banning-chlorpyrifos-a-pesticide-widely-used-on-food-crops-after-14-years-of-pressure-from-environmental-and-labor-groups-166485#:~:text=On%20Aug.%2018%2C%202021%2C,on%20all%20food%20products%20nationwide.
https://theconversation.com/the-epa-is-banning-chlorpyrifos-a-pesticide-widely-used-on-food-crops-after-14-years-of-pressure-from-environmental-and-labor-groups-166485#:~:text=On%20Aug.%2018%2C%202021%2C,on%20all%20food%20products%20nationwide.
https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2020-02-06/california-chlorpyrifos-ban-production
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/24/nyregion/pesticide-ban-nyc.html
https://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/latest-news/office-of-the-governor-news-release-with-photos-hawaii-becomes-first-in-nation-to-enact-law-banning-pesticides-containing-chlorpyrifos/
https://www.opb.org/article/2020/12/15/oregon-pesticides-chlorpyrifos-christimas-trees-chemicals/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/five-things-to-know-about-montgomery-countys-cosmetic-pesticides-ban/2015/10/07/5d0abd44-6d01-11e5-9bfe-e59f5e244f92_story.html?utm_term=.53fa75d632ed&itid=lk_inline_manual_5


In several states, business leaders testified in 
support of restrictions on the use of per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in children’s 
products and in food packaging and serviceware. 
Health effects from PFAS exposure include 
hormone disruption,immune system effects, 
high cholesterol, thyroid disease, hypertension, 
lowered sex and growth hormones in children, 
kidney and testicular cancers, and altered 
mammary gland development.  Laws restricting 
the use of PFAS in children’s products were passed 
in Maine, Nevada, and Vermont; laws restricting 
the use of PFAS in food packaging in Maine, New 
York, Washington, and Vermont; and laws setting 
limits on PFAS in drinking water in Massachusetts, 
Michigan, New Hampshire, New Jersey, and 
Vermont. 

Additionally, New York State passed a bill through 
the Senate and Assembly that bans broad categories 
of flame retardant chemicals (organohalogens, 
organophosphorous, etc.), many of which are known 
or suspected carcinogens, in furniture and bedding. 
New York also became the first state in the U.S. 
to pass a ban on organohalogen flame retardants 
in electronic displays, screens and casings of 
electronic devices. Flame retardants migrate out of 
products and accumulate in household dust.  
Young children are particularly at risk because they 
crawl and play on the floor where contaminated 
dust settles. The bill is now awaiting Governor 
Hochul's signatue. 

WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT 
CHILDHOOD CANCER PREVENTION
We need to act now to end the use of pesticides 
and other toxic chemicals associated with 
cancers where children live, learn, and play. There 
are a number of actions you can take to protect 
the health of our children and our communities.

1. Support the Protect America’s Children from
Toxic Pesticides Act, which needs to be reintroduced 
in the House and Senate, by reaching out to your 
Congressional leaders to call for action on 
promoting childhood cancer prevention.

2. Support the Childhood Cancer Prevention Initiative
in our mission to raise awareness of the 
environmental causes of childhood cancer (including 
toxic chemicals) by making a donation on  
our website. 
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3. Protect yourself and your children. The Cancer
Free Economy Network (CFE) has put together a list  
of member resources with information about 
harmful chemicals and products as well as 
information about preventing different cancers.  
Choosing safer products in our everyday lives can 
increase the health of our children and communities 
and also encourage companies to move towards using 
safer chemicals. Watch and share the Childhood 
Cancer Prevention Video. 

4. Share the CCPI Social Media Toolkit and download 
      and share the One Pager in English and Español. 
 
5. Sign the business or public sign-on to let

representatives know you support childhood  
cancer prevention:

a. Business Sign-on  
b. Public Sign-on  
 

PREVENTION IS THE BEST CURE, AND YOUR 
SUPPORT WILL HELP REDUCE THE INCIDENCE OF 
CHILDHOOD CANCER. BECAUSE NO CHILD SHOULD 
GET CANCER BECAUSE OF TOXIC CHEMICALS IN 
THEIR ENVIRONMENT.

#PreventChildhoodCancer 

For more information, visit 
ChildhoodCancePrevention.org

Thanks to the addendum contributors:  
Barry Cik, Naturepedic; Bobbi Wilding, Clean 
and Healthy NY; David Levine, American 
Sustainable Business Council; Debra Erenberg, 
Cancer Free Economy Network; Martin Wolf, 
Seventh Generation; Molly Jacobs, Lowell 
Center for Sustainable Production; Nsedu 
Obot Witherspoon, Children’s Environmental 
Health Network; Polly Hoppin, Lowell Center 
for Sustainable Production.  
 
Special thanks to Alex Goho, Silent Spring 
Institute; Anayana White, Cancer Free 
Economy Network and Devika Rao, American 
Sustainable Business Council.

https://analyticalsciencejournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/jat.1736?casa_token=JgU8XDN2z7YAAAAA:OMPe5OzMhTT91kUKQgXm2VIDAUq14Hv13I6Fruy_g2vGIIkbx6_VGVkmUhQmFLRYhaC6nnOaIF6P3Vs
https://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/doi/full/10.1289/EHP275?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%3Dpubmed
http://www.c8sciencepanel.org/
https://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/doi/pdf/10.1289/ehp.1509869
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/pfas/health-effects/index.html
https://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/doi/full/10.1289/ehp.1002741
https://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/doi/full/10.1289/ehp.1002741
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jul/15/maine-law-pfas-forever-chemicals-ban
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/81st2021/Bill/7397/Text
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/pfas-legislation-vermont-some-most-aggressive-us
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jul/15/maine-law-pfas-forever-chemicals-ban
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/new-york-ban-pfas-food-packaging-now-law
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/new-york-ban-pfas-food-packaging-now-law
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/washington-state-to-ban-pfas-four-types-food-packaging
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/pfas-legislation-vermont-some-most-aggressive-us
https://pfas-exchange.org/pfas-a-word-about-drinking-water-guidelines/
https://www.michigan.gov/som/0,4669,7-192-47796-534660--,00.html
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/new-hampshire-adopts-aggressive-pfas-drinking-water-bill
https://www.nj.gov/dep/newsrel/2020/20_0025.htm
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/pfas-legislation-vermont-some-most-aggressive-us
https://neguse.house.gov/media/press-releases/neguse-udall-introduce-landmark-pesticide-reform-to-protect-children-farmworkers-and-consumers-from-toxic-pesticides
https://neguse.house.gov/media/press-releases/neguse-udall-introduce-landmark-pesticide-reform-to-protect-children-farmworkers-and-consumers-from-toxic-pesticides
https://www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member
https://www.cancerfreeeconomy.org/childhood_cancer_prevention/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TkASmMpZckYvHoimPXG0ucgIkaSuQ2VIiOIJd5QzMAo/edit
https://youtu.be/eMwaD_YimOo
https://youtu.be/eMwaD_YimOo
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OCM0-tVd3-3uTLCXj5YJuO_bszk8T5PSjIv_ilLdJZM/edit
https://www.cancerfreeeconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/One-Pager-ChilhoodCancerPrevention-5.pdf
https://www.cancerfreeeconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Spanish-One-Pager-ChilhoodCancerPrevention1.pdf
https://website.us17.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=336b6a99c50e1a2e503b46fb0&id=2d28f01510
https://website.us17.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=336b6a99c50e1a2e503b46fb0&id=2d28f01510

